
HALL SCHOOL DIGITAL BACKPACK 
December 22, 2022 

Thursday December 22 Basketball Game vs. Coventry: girls home, boys away 3:45pm 

December 23-January 2 Winter Break! (No school Friday, December 23) 

Tuesday January 10 Basketball Game vs. STEM: girls home, boys away 3:45pm 

Thursday January 12 Basketball Game vs. Columbia: girls home, boys away 3:45pm 

Friday January 13 Early Dismissal 

Monday January 16 No School, Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

Hello, Hall Families!! 

The time is finally here and we are heading into a long and well-deserved break! I hope that each of you 
enjoys a most fantastic holiday!!! 

Our winter recess ends on January 2, 2023 and students return to school on Tuesday, January 3, 2023. 
Basketball teams will both have practice on Tuesday, January 3. 

Clubs will resume on Wednesday, January 4, 2023 except for Cross Country, which is on hiatus until the 
spring.  

If you are out and about during this vacation, please consider replenishing your child’s school supplies. 
Students are running low on pencils, pens, paper, and other supplies that may have been purchased at the 
beginning of the year.  

On behalf of all of the faculty and staff at HMS, I wish you all the happiest of holidays and health in the 
New Year! 

 

Mary Kay Tshonas, Principal 

 

WPS Curriculum Corner 

English Language Arts (ELA)       

Throughout the grades at both CES and HMS, we have been focusing on understanding 
sounds, letters, and the relationships among them. Knowing the relationships between 
sounds and the letter combinations that represent sounds supports reading fluency, 
writing fluency, and pronunciation; in single syllable words as well as multisyllabic words! 

The process of learning the /s/ sound is an example of how we teach the relationship 
between sounds and letters in the earlier grades. We first teach that the /s/ sound can be spelled with an S. Then 
we teach that the /s/ sound can be spelled with an SS at the end of a word and only after a short vowel. Later, 
students learn that the /s/ sound can be spelled with a C after e, i, or y. 

In the later grades, we recognize the relationship between sounds and letters when we learn more complex 
spellings of vowel sounds. In advanced word study, we build on the knowledge that silent e at the end of a word 



makes the vowel sound in that word long; or in other words say its name. We move into learning about vowel 
teams and discover that we can spell, for example, the long a sound with AI and AY; AI in the middle of words 
because few English words end in I, V, U, or J and AY at the end of a word. Then we have fun searching for words 
with less common long a patterns, such as EA in the words steak and pear. EA represents the long a sound in only 
nine words. Do you know the other seven? 

Parent Tip: Ask your child what they have learned in phonics or word study this month! 

 

Math            
Grades K-8 have been wrapping up some of their Illustrative Math units before break. Kindergarten is moving from 
shapes to basic addition and subtraction. First grade is finishing up addition and subtraction story problems to 
place value within double digit numbers. Second grade will be doing measurement but will 
return to multi-digit addition and subtraction later in the year. In third grade, students will 
work with multi-digit addition and subtraction while still practicing the multiplication they 
have been working on in the Fall. In fourth grade, students will continue with fraction work 
and then move to basic decimals. Fifth grade wrapped up their work with fractions for now 
and will be doing multi-digit multiplication and division after the break. Sixth grade will start unit rates and 
percentages which is related to their previous unit of ratios. Seventh grade will be introduced to a new concept, 
measuring circles. Eighth grade will wrap up linear relationships and move into linear equations. The Algebra 1 
class will work with functions, including exponential and quadratic.  

 
Parent Tip: At home, you can support your child by asking them questions about time like, “How long until we go to 
this activity?” or “How much time has passed since we ate breakfast?” You can also do some quick practice with 
counting coins. These are skills that students of all ages can practice. 
 

Flyers:  

Willington School Building Committee 
January 2023 Menu 
WPL Holiday Closings 
Winter Vacation Camp 
Caterpillar Club 
 


